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QUOTE 

SECRETSTATE 135611 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, MILI, SN, NZ 

SUBJECT: NEW ZEALAND MANAGEMENT OF NAVAL BASIN AND 
SENOKO FUEL FACILITY 

REF: SINGAPORE 2362 

1. WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUGGESTION THAT WE FOLLOW UP 
OUR MAY 22 APPROACH TO AMBASSADOR WHITE WITH AIDE-MEMOIRE 
GIVING SPECIFIC DETAILS OF OUR PROPOSAL FOR GNZ MANAGEMENT 
OF SENOKO FUEL DEPOT AND RELATED BERTHS. WE AGREE THAT 
THIS MAY BE GOOD TIME FOR ADDITIONAL STEP ON OUR PART 
TO INSURE THAT GNZ HAS FULL AND ACCURATE PICTURE OF WHAT 
WE ARE PROPOSING. 
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2. WE ARE RELUCTANT, HOWEVER, TO MAKE ANOTHER MORE OR 
LESS FORMAL APPROACH TO NEW ZEALANDERS HERE SUCH AS WOULD 
BE OCCASIONED BY PRESENTATION OF AIDE-MEMOIRE WHILE WE ARE 
STILL AWAITING GNZ RESPONSE TO OUR MAY 22 APPROACH. GNZ 
SENSITIVITY TO WHAT NEW ZEALANDERS MIGHT REGARD AS UNDUE 
US PRESSURE HAS BEEN HEIGHTENED BY UNFORTUNATE NEWS STORY 
EARLIER THIS YEAR, AND WE BELIEVE BEST TACTIC IS TO AVOID 
CREATING ANY IMPRESSION OF ARM-TWISTING. RATHER THAN 
HANDING THEM AIDE-MEMOIRE, WE PLAN TO CONTACT EMBASSY 
COUNSELOR POWLES (WHO WAS PRESENT AT MAY 22 MEETING) WITH 

AN OFFER TO SET UP INFORMAL WORKING-LEVEL MEETING WITH 
STATE AND DEFENSE REPS TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FACTUAL 
INFO ON OUR PROPOSAL IF NEW ZEALANDERS FEEL NEED FOR 
SUCH INFOM KISSINGER UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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